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New Focus on Security

Cited for Rash of Cases

But Experts Say Earlier Detection Needed

By Patrick E. Tyler
Washington Post Staff Writer

It has been an extraordinary year
marked by defections, arrests and
expulsions around the world, with
spies of virtually every nationality
caught in the snares of friendly and
hostile foreign governments, and
the United States has been in the
thick of the action.

A telephone call last May from a
disgruntled ex-wife to the FBI un-
veiled a decade-old spy ring man-
aged by Navy communications spe-
cialist John Anthony Walker Jr. and
riveted national attention on inter-
national espionage.

Since then, it seems, the problem
has only gotten worse, with two
more Americans arrested last week
on espionage charges.

Experts say the rash of spy cases
stems partly from the U.S. intelli-
gence community’s increased em-
phasis on security.

But they say the cases also rep-
resent not only a coincidence of ran-
dom events but also a conspicuous
failure of the system to detect ear-
lier persons willing to sell national
secrets at a cost of millions of dol-
lars and, perhaps, human lives.

Roy Godson, an intelligence ex-
pert and professor of government
at Georgetown University, said yes-
terday that based on published ac-
counts of the cases this year, “It
appears there has been very great
damage to our national security
costing the American taxpayers
hundreds of millions of dollars to
repair and possibly having led to the
loss of life and damaging the rep-
utation of American intelligence by
making it more difficult to recruit
and run agents in the future.”

Godson said he favors requiring
U.S. foreign service and intelli-
gence officials who have access to
sensitive information to “inform”
the Central Intelligence Agency or
the State Department security of-

fice each time they go abroad or
have contact with foreign officials
whose intelligence services are con-
sidered hostile to U.S. interests.

But there is a flip side to the rev-
elations of espionage in this coun-
try.

“We're getting better [at catch-
ing spies] and people are taking it
seriously,” said Sen. Patrick J.
Leahy (D-Vt.), vice chairman of the
Senate Select Committee on Intel-
ligence.

But Leahy said that a number of
changes pending in Congress and
resisted by the Reagan administra-
tion could help prevent future in-
telligence losses.

Leahy made his comments in the
wake of the latest espionage ar-
rests, one of a longtime CIA analyst
accused of selling information to
China and one of a Naval Investi-
gative Service analyst accused of
selling classified information to a
foreign country, which sources say
is believed to be Israel.

In the past, Leahy said, the CIA
and FBI have been “weakened . . .

because they wouldn’t cooperate” in
espionage cases. “One thing good
that has come out of this rash of spy
cases,” he said, “is that the CIA and
FBI are cooperating extremely
well.”

Leahy and Sen. William S. Cohen
(R-Maine) have written legislation
that would reduce the number of
foreign intelligence agents in the
United States from Soviet bloc
countries.

Leahy said yesterday that pas-
sage of that legislation would fur-
ther improve the ability of the FBI
and the CIA to detect and monitor
foreign intelligence operatives in
this country.

Leahy also pointed to the passage
in 1982 of the Foreign Missions
Act, which, he said, added helpful
new tools to monitoring foreign na-
tionals, including a coding system
for diplomatic license plates. The
system uses red, white and blue as
well as a two-letter prefix to denote

which country operates each dip-
lomatic vehicle.

The biggest case this year re-
mains the Walker spy ring, which
passed secret Navy codes and com-
munications data to the Soviets.

The arrests in that case were
followed by a summer of high-level

defections in London, Greece and

Rome, where a senior KGB official,
Vitaly Yurchenko, walked into the
U.S. Embassy.

Yurchenko spent three months
with CIA debriefers before walking
away from CIA custody. He resur-
faced in the Soviet Embassy com-
pound earlier this month to accuse
the CIA of kidnaping and drugging
him. The CIA repeatedly denied the
allegations.

Had it not been for Yurchenko's
defection, which now is being an-
alyzed to determine whether it was
genuine, U.S. inteiligence might
never have discovered that former
CIA agent Edward L. Howard—
drummed out of the clandestine
service for his occasional drug
use—had traveled secretly to Vi-
enna in late 1984 to meet with sen-
ior KGB officials and agree to sell
them secrets about how the CIA
conducts spy operations in Moscow.

And after they heard about How-
ard’s alleged spying, U.S. intelli-
gence officials learned that How-
ard's disclosures to the KGB may
have caused the arrest and disap-
pearance of a longtime CIA “asset”
in Moscow, an aviation researcher
identified as A.G. Tolkachev.

Not only had the CIA never de-
tected Howard’s spying after he left
the agency in 1983, the FBI's sur-
veillance of Howard’s New Mexico
home failed to stop Howard's flight
in late September when—based on
Yurchenko’s information—FBI of-
ficials obtained an arrest warrant
for him.

All of these cases have had an
impact on U.S. intelligence agen-
cies.

Navy Capt. Brent Baker said yes-
terday that the revelations about
the Walker case “sensitized” Navy
officials to security requirements.
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Baker pointed out that several col-
leagues of Naval Investigative Ser-
vice analyst Jonathan Jay Pollard
had informed security officials that
Pollard was taking an extraordinary
interest in classified material out-
side his field. Pollard was arrested
Thursday. “These coworkers tipped
off the NIS and the NIS brought in

SPY SUSPECTS ARRESTED THIS YEAR

the FBI and away they went,” Baker
said.

Commenting on the Pollard case,
Leahy said yesterday, “If that is so,
there has been an attitude shift and
people are paying more attention.”
But Leahy had a warning as well:
“We'll see more of these cases in
the future.”

e Larry Wu-Tai Chin, 63, a
retired CIA analyst, arrested on
charges that he passed classi-
fied national security docu-
ments over many years.

a Jonathan J. Pollard, 31, a
civilian employe of the Naval
Investigative Service, arrested
on charges he provided secret
documents to a foreign govern-
ment. Anne L. Henderson-

Pollard, 25, Pollard's wife, was
arrested on charges of possess-
ing unauthorized classified doc-
uments. The couple awaits trial.

a John Anthony Walker Jr.,
48, retired Navy communica-
tions specialist, masterminded
a family spy ring that included
his son, Michael Walker, 22, a

carrier USS Nimitz; Arthur
James Walker, 51, John Walk-
er's brother and a former Navy
officer, and John Waiker's
friend, Jerry Whitworth.

Under an agreement with pros-
ecutors, Walker, who pleaded
guilty last month to espionage
and conspiracy, could be sen-
tenced to life in prison for sell-
ing secrets to the Soviets over a

17-year period. Under the plea-
bargaining arrangement, Mi-
chael Walker could receive a
25-year sentence.

Arthur Walker was given a life
sentence Nov. 12 for his role in
the case, and Whitworth, who
is charged with receiving
$332,000 for passing military
secrets, is scheduled for trial in
San Francisco on Jan. 13.

m Edward L. Howard, 33, a
former CIA employe who was
fired from the agency in 1983,
was charged by the FBI on
Sept. 23 with selling U.S. in-
telligence secrets to Soviet KGB
officials in Austria a year ago.
Howard fled from his home

seaman assigned to the aircraft -

near Santa Fe, N.M., on Sept.
21. He is believed to have left
the United States.

u Sharon M. Scranage, 29, a
CIA clerk, was charged July 11
with espionage and leaking se-
crets to the government of
Ghana where she had been
working on assignment.
Scranage, of King George, Va.,
was arrested with Michael
Soussoudis, 39, a relative of
Ghana's leader. Scranage has
pleaded guilty to disclosing
classified  information  but
awaits trial on spying charges.
Soussoudis has not gone on
trial yet.

= Richard M. Miller, a former
FBI agent, faces a second es-
pionage trial after a federal jury
in Los Angeles deadlocked in
the first trial Nov. 6. Miller, a
20-veteran, was charged with
passing classified documents to
his Soviet lover in a deal which
allegedly included $65,000 in
cash and gold. The lover, Svet-
lana Ogorodnikova, and her
husband, Nikolay, pleaded
guilty to espionage charges and
are serving jail sentences.

@ Samuel Loring Morison, 40,
of Crofton, Md., a former Navy
intelligence analyst, was con-
victed Oct. 17 of giving the
British military journal, Jane's
Defence Weekly, three photo-
graphs of a Soviet aircraft car-
rier under construction. The
pictures were taken by a U.S.
spy satellite. Morison is sched-
uled to be sentenced Monday.

m Thomas Patrick Cavanagh,
40, a former Northrop Corp.
engineer, was sentenced to life
in prison May 13 in Los Angeles
after confessing that he had
tried to sell secret plans for the
Steaith bomber to FBI agents
posing as Soviet spies.
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